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MEDIA 
STUDIES

Mr Chapman writes:
A recent study led by the Centre for Excellence in Media Practice at Bournemouth University, concluded that “Media 

Studies should be made mandatory in schools to prevent young people being taken in by fake news and disinformation”. 

Professor Sonia Livingstone, OBE, from the London School of Economics stated that “in our media-saturated age, it’s vital 

that young people can evaluate competing sources of information, and communicate effectively within a fast-changing 

digital environment”.

One of the joys of teaching Media and Film Studies is the ever-changing landscape of media coverage and content that is 

available to explore with pupils. This term we have journeyed through news media and the coverage of Ukraine, celebrity 

‘live’ trials and bias in print news. In a world of immense global power shifts and uncertainty in so many areas previously seen 

as stable, we in Media Studies are developing young pupils with an ability to become active viewers of media and in turn 

they are now growing into informed and perceptive analysts of a wide range of content, forms and genres. 

Year 9, in their first year of the GCSE course, are being introduced to as wide a range of media products as we can fit in 

to the lessons. A particular favourite so far has been the Social and Participatory Media Unit. Pupils were surprised when 

analysing their own media usage and the time which they spend on gaming and apps! 

Isabelle R Year 9
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Year 10 have been working through analysis of a range of moving image media this term. I have enjoyed introducing them 

to K-Pop and the Band Blackpink. While looking at short films they have been exploring the impact that filmic elements can 

have on the viewer such as camerawork, editing, sound, mise-en-scene and performance. Pupils then linked this to news 

media and considered the way in which the same elements are used to engender emotional response. It is amazing to 

participate in light-bulb moments with a class and see their growing mastery of this topic.

Caitlin M Year 10 Jack T Year 10

This year teaching Year 11, and preparing for their examinations this week and next, has been a privilege. After lockdown, 

COVID-19 and all the loss of learning, to see the unerring commitment, maturity and focus shown by these young women 

and men is truly humbling. Internal marks for their non-exam assessment are the best I have seen for a long time and their 

individual and group approach to exam revision is stunning and I wish them all good luck! 

September saw the launch of the new Film 

Studies A-Level at Woldgate and it has been a 

learning journey for the intrepid band of 9 pupils 

faced with silent vampire films and Casablanca to 

name but a few. How have these films and others 

influenced the film makers of today and what do 

they tell us about the society in which they were 

made? I am sure we will see some of this group 

go on to create films of their own in the near 

future. A high point was a live Zoom call with 

Oscar winner James May (My Octopus Teacher 

2021), to discuss the way in which he and his film 

company decide on what to film, the process of 

creation and the editing of a narrative. 

James May Lockdown Oscar win
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Accelerated Reader… The results are in!

Total words read: 41,578,420 (+ 492,536 since last week)

Reader of the week: Katie G (8DLN) 

Form of the week: 8DLN 

Year group leader boards (words read since September)

Year 7

1. 7BER – 2,490,910 

2. 7RPA – 2,288,705

3. 7NTE – 1,998,983

Year 8

1. 8DLN – 5,789,291

2. 8SJW – 3,838,991

3. 8BSC – 3,620,049

Year 9

1. 9JMR – 3,193,574

2. 9HTA – 2,141,974

3. 9LCH – 1,238,654

COVID-19 Vaccines
We have been informed that no further immunisations for COVID-19 will 

be taking place in schools for the time being. If you wish your child to 

have either initial, second or booster COVID-19 injections, please book 

via www.nhs.uk.

Free School Meals 
Parents of East Riding pupils eligible for free school meals will be receiving 

a voucher to cover half term. Please check your inbox and email finance@

woldgate.net if you have a query.
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Headteacher’s  

Welcome

I would like to thank all our parents, especially those with children currently sitting 
examinations, for their kind support. The last few years have brought great challenge 
which is certainly evident in the impact upon our children. I feel all of our children 
should be proud of how they have settled back into school and I am pleased we 
are seeing children’s attendance once again rising in school and the spread of the 
virus being less prolific, therefore, ensuring our children’s education can resume as 
normal. We will continue to work to support our pupils and Sixth Form students in 
addressing the legacy that remains, in both ensuring their wellbeing, ability to access 
those experiences lost and to continued academic success. 

Attendance

I am grateful to parents who have, throughout the pandemic, sought to protect our community by being cautious and 

awaiting testing prior to then sending their child into school. It is important, though, that attendance does improve, 

especially within these months prior to the winter, so children are not missing school. We have seen nationally that school 

attendance is low and, ultimately, many children whose attendance pre-pandemic was high are not now attending school 

as they did previously. Clearly, each case is individual, but I would just ask, at this time, for your support. We do need children 

in school, as many have missed crucial lessons and being on time to school is equally important with lessons (not form time) 

starting promptly at 8:50am. Our Care and Achievement Coordinators will happily support your child, so please do speak to 

them directly if you are unsure in any way.

Newsletter
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Key Dates

Summer Term 2022

Monday 25 April –  
Friday 27 May

Bank Holiday –  
Monday 2 May

Monday 6 June –  
Friday 22 July

Staff Training Days

Monday 25 July 2022

Awards

We will over half-term be issuing and updating our ‘wall of fame’ in the main 

hall for our children who have demonstrated exceptional aptitude in great merit, 

great character or great value. Not only will their name be displayed but they will 

also receive badges to recognise these accomplishments. I thought it was lovely 

in a newsletter a few weeks ago to see our children from the 1960s wearing the 

near identical uniform and sporting the many badges they had collected. It is 

great that so many have received this acknowledgment and that the history of 

the school and our community continues, not only in our children’s name being 

displayed on the boards erected in 1958, but also in receiving the badges to 

recognise their individual accomplishments.

Middle School

I am also pleased to announce that from 

September we have appointed a Head of 

Middle School. This will allow Ms Minton 

our current Head of Lower School to 

focus on Year 6 and Year 7 – with an 

emphasis on transition following the 

pandemic, not only to provide additional 

support to children and their families 

with regard to making the transition 

experience as positive as possible, but 

also to ensure, as a school, we understand the academic needs of each child with regard to any gaps in learning due to 

missed learning. Our new Head of Middle School, Mr Macdonald, will have responsibility for Year 8 and Year 9, overseeing 

two vitally important years as our children build solid foundations for Upper School study and decide upon their option 

choices. Finally, we’d like to say a huge thank you to Mrs Atkinson who has opted to end her term as Head of Upper School 

and return to the classroom after many years brilliant service to our children and community. Our new Head of Upper 

School, Ms Hull, is already in place and working alongside your child as part of this transition – we wish all the best in their 

roles. Please do continue to contact our Care and Achievement Coordinators directly by text, email or phone, with any 

queries or requests for support.

Mr J Britton 
Headteacher
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Ms Minton writes:

This week, we had a 
fantastic visit to Sutton 

Upon Derwent Primary School to 
award pupils their prizes for the recent 
Refugee Care Pack Transition Event. 
Mrs McDonough had a brilliant time 
meeting pupils and answering their 
questions about life here at Woldgate. 
Well done for taking part in the event- 
your Care Pack was so thoughtful.

We are excited to launch our very special and always 

highly competitive Great Woldgate Bake-off! For the last 

two years we have had the most amazing entries from 

our Year 6 pupils and I have provided some examples to 

offer inspiration. They are literally good enough to eat! It 

would be wonderful to see as many of our Year 6 pupils 

getting involved as possible. It’s time to don your aprons 

and get the wooden spoons at the ready, because the 

competition starts now!

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School

Lower School
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Woldgate Year 6  

The Great Woldgate Bake Off! 

Let’s recycle for the future. 

It’s time to enter the virtual “Bake Off” tent and construct 
your own showstopper for The Great Woldgate Bake Off!  

Will you create a celebration cake? Bake a batch of biscuits? 
Or produce a plethora of pastries? 

We know that all the amazing Year 6s coming to Woldgate in 
September will be keen to show off their baking skills! Can 
you impress our chief judge, Ms Minton, and receive a 
coveted #GWBO handshake? Ready, steady, BAKE! 
 

Need inspiration to become the Star Baker? Here are some of the 
amazing cakes and goodies from 2021! Good Luck Year 6! 
 

The winner will receive a #GWBO Wooden Spoon and 
a special prize! Happy baking everyone!  
 



Mrs Atkinson writes:

Upper School

Gold Medals at the Humberside County 
Championships for Two Sisters!

In a school at the heart of the community that it serves and 
as a great supporter of extra-curricular activities, it is with 
great pride that we celebrate the outstanding achievements 
of Jessica and Sophie D. We know of the long hours of 
training that must happen before competitions and the 
sacrifices that families make, with love, for their children. 
The long hours on the track and fields, the drives to and 
from events and sometimes the entire weekends, makes it 
all worth it, when the greatest of efforts pays off. 

Jessica and her younger sister Sophie attended the 

Humberside County Championships on the weekend 

of May 14th. Jessica won the Gold Medal in the 1500 

meters race and Silver in the 3000 meters! Her younger 

sister Sophie also won Gold in the 1500 metres, Gold in 

the Javelin, and Silver in the 800 meters!

Jessica is currently in Year 11 and so taking her GCSE’s! She is an outstanding pupil who 

shows great commitment to her learning. Sophie is also an outstanding pupil, who is 

conscientious and of great character. It is with great pride and admiration that we celebrate 

these pupils. Their commitment to their sports as well as their education is admirable. Many 

congratulations!

Mrs I Atkinson  
Head of Upper School
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Breakfast of Champions!

The images show: Lucy, Paige, Charlie and Oliver.

Breakfast of champions is a half termly celebration for 

the top performing pupils in Years 7 to 10. Pupils are 

selected based on their rewards, achievements and 

attitude to learning.

It is a real honour to be selected to attend the 

breakfast of champions and we congratulate all pupils 

who make it to the breakfast of champions table.
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Time for Year 10s to step up their 
Preparations for Mock Exams.

Last week in assembly, Year 10s were given tips on how 

to plan their revision. It is important they are looking after 

themselves - sleeping, eating well, and keeping hydrated. 

During Form Time this week, your child will be producing 

a revision plan. We have issued them with a Revision Wall 

Planner to support them with this. They have also been set 

some homework to log on to GCSEPod - I have given them 

instructions on how to do this. It is pleasing to see that 

already, 50% of our Year 10s have already logged on! Please 

encourage your child to do this - they can download the app 

onto their devices and use this as an effective revision tool. 

They can design their page so that only the subjects that they 

take are visible on their page. Your child’s teacher will let them 

know what they will need to revise for their exams - we are 

putting together a revision booklet to support with this. Please 

see below for more information and please contact us if you 

need support with this. 

Year 9s can also log in to GCSEPod— 
it is never too early to start to prepare!

A few tips to get started!

1. Short 30-minute breaks—take some exercise—eat healthy snacks.

2. Plan when and what you will revise - it will become habitual.

3. Use flashcards, MindMaps, Revision Websites—GCSEPod.

4. Set achievable goals—revise small sections at a time.

5. Revise the topic as if you were going to teach it to a peer.

6. Practice past paper questions as much as you can.

7. Have a designated area of study with all the study equipment you might need.

8. Avoid all distractions—let your friends know that you are working.

9. Put away your phone!

We hope you have a lovely half term  
with your families. Stay safe.

We continue to be so proud of 
our Year 11s! 

Keep going—we are all here 
to support so please come to 
find us if you need anything. It 
is lovely to still see so many in 
school for the revision support 

sessions, being delivered by 
staff, in preparation for the next 

exam.

Keep looking after yourselves!
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Top tip: Use 
My Courses to 

create a timetable 
with your child

Your child should already be aware of their login details

0191 338 7830info@gcsepod.comgcsepod.com

IS YOUR CHILD USING 
GCSEPOD TO REVISE?

GCSEPod is designed to support your child 
through their GCSEs and it’s never too late 
for them to start using it!

We’ve subscribed to the award-winning, 
learning and revision resource, GCSEPod

“Wow! Emma actually asked if 
GCSEPod counted as revision 
as she can’t believe it! I can’t 
believe it either!”
Parent

3-5 minute expert-written videos (Pods) covering all 
the key knowledge needed for 28+ GCSE subjects

Check & Challenge to allow your child to 
independently check their own knowledge of a topic

Exam specific playlists (My Courses) 
provide ready-made revision

Watch Pods together and use the identified keywords
to create flashcards, memory posters and mind maps



Miss Smith writes:

Next half term our Year 12 students will have the opportunity to visit the 
Humber UCAS Exhibition at the University of Hull. The UCAS exhibition is 

an annual event and offers Year 12 students the opportunity to meet representatives 
from universities across the country, hear about specific courses and gather advice 
and guidance on creating a university application. 

This visit is intended to support our Year 12 students as they 

consider their future options as for many of our students 

this will mean submitting university applications through the 

UCAS system. UCAS are the independent admissions service 

used by applicants who wish to attend university in the UK. 

The UCAS application process allows students to submit 

applications to a range of universities. The deadline for 

students to submit applications for Oxford and Cambridge 

University and competitive entry subjects including 

medicine, dentistry and veterinary science is October 15th 

2022 and the deadline for all other courses and universities 

is January 15th 2023. 

Deciding which universities and courses to apply for can 

seem overwhelming, as can supporting young people to 

make these decisions. In order to ease this process, I would 

suggest the following:

 » To support your child to determine appropriate courses, 

ask them to consider what they are passionate about 

and what they enjoy. Ask them to consider what aspects 

of their A-Level courses they have particularly enjoyed 

and would like to explore further. 

 » Ask your child to consider careers that they are interested 

in pursuing in the future and then research entry 

pathways into these career options. They may find that 

some qualifications are necessary entry requirements 

within their area of interest. 

 » Encourage your child to talk to current university 

students studying at various universities. This can be 

done through traditional university open days or online 

as many universities offer online chats or webinars with 

student representatives.

 » Encourage your child to get some experience within 

their area of interest and to apply for summer jobs 

or voluntary work within their area of interest. Even if 

your child can’t find experience within their exact area 

of interest it might be useful to consider the skills they 

will need in their future career and to seek employment 

opportunities that develop these skill sets. 

Miss K Smith 

Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form
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Safeguarding at 
Woldgate School

Mr Sloman writes:

The importance of healthy relationships

Children form bonds with others at all stages of their development. Forming healthy, 
positive relationships helps children and young people feel safe and supported as 
they grow up. But being in an unhealthy relationship negatively affects a young 
person’s wellbeing. They may feel anxious and nervous or not free to make their 
own decisions. They may suffer from low self-esteem and depression, experience 
headaches or have other ongoing physical health symptoms.

It’s important that parents, carers and anyone who works or volunteers with children is able to recognise if something is 

wrong in a young person’s relationship and is able to take appropriate action to keep them safe. Healthy relationships can 

help a child feel secure and supported, but unhealthy relationships can have a long-lasting negative impact.

Recognising the signs of healthy and unhealthy relationships

Children and young people may not always understand that a relationship they are in is unhealthy. 

This means children and young people may not always speak out about unhealthy relationships. So it’s really important that 

the adults around them are able to spot the warning signs.

Cont. Over
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Signs of healthy relationships

A healthy relationship is one where a young person is 

respected and feels valued for who they are. It’s where 

they can openly share their thoughts and feelings and feel 

supported and encouraged.

Healthy relationships include:

• Good communication

• Mutual respect

• Trust

• Honesty

• Equality

• Being yourself

In a healthy relationship a person is free to make choices 

about their own behaviour and is not controlled or coerced 

into doing anything.

Signs of unhealthy relationships

An unhealthy relationship is one where a child is not being 

treated with respect. They may be forced or coerced into 

doing things they aren’t comfortable with, be made to 

behave in a certain way, or be made to feel they aren’t 

good enough. Because young people may not always 

realise when they are in an unhealthy relationship, it is 

important that adults are able to recognise the signs.

A young person may:

• Lack close relationships other than with one particular 

person

• Be isolated from friends and family

• Be prevented from working or going to school/college/

university

• Have their money taken away or controlled

• Have access to food, drinks and day-to-day items 

restricted

• Have their time controlled or heavily monitored

• Have their social media accounts controlled or heavily 

monitored

• Be told what to wear

• Feel pressured to do things they are not comfortable 

with

• Be put down or criticised

• Experience threats of violence if they don’t behave a 

certain way

• Experience threats to loved ones or pets

• Be threatened with damage to their personal property

Displaying unhealthy behaviours

Sometimes children and young people may display 

unhealthy behaviours towards someone else. If a child 

is becoming possessive, controlling or violent towards 

another person, or displaying bullying or harmful sexual 

behaviour, this may be an indicator that something else in 

their life is causing them distress. It’s vital that you respond 

quickly to ensure the child gets the support they need and 

their behaviour does not cause harm.

For more information and advice, visit: www.nspcc.org.uk. If you would like more information, or would like support, 
please do contact Mr Sloman (Designated Safeguarding Lead) or Mrs Wright (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead).

Mr L Sloman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Head of Care and Achievement
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STARS 
Update
Mr Barrett writes:

Skills for Life update

As part of the Skills for Life programme at the school, 

pupils focus on one of six key skills per half term. These are 

skills that have been highlighted by employers and industry 

bodies as vital skills for the work place that young people 

often lack. It is hoped that by focusing on these key skills 

over a young person’s time at Woldgate they will stand out 

from others when it comes to applications and interviews. 

The focus for this half term is problem solving. In their 

STARS sessions this week, pupils have been reviewing the 

half term and how they have used / developed these skills.

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual 
respect and tolerance.

To do this we will:

 Always be honest and fair.

 Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.

 Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an effective role in our local, national and   

 global communities.

S
SOCIETY
Of great Character.
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Of great Merit.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with 
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.

To do this we will:

 Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.

 Arrive on time for lessons.

 Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.

 Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our   

 ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

A
APPEARANCE

Of great Value.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our 
appearance.

To do this we will:

 Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.

 Wear the correct uniform at all times.

 Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.

 Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our    

 achievements, developing our own self-confidence and self-esteem.

 

R
RESPONSIBILITY

Of great Character.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own 
behaviour and learning.

To do this we will:

 Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.

 Do our homework quickly and return it on time.

 Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.

 Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and financial awareness, in order to   

 understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences  

 that await us in later life.

S
SAFETY
Of great Value.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another 
harm through our words or actions. 

To do this we will:

 Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

 Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use offensive language.

 Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible, 

 whilst travelling to and from school.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and   

 prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.

C

M

Y
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CY

CMY

K

Reach for the STARS Posterv6 copy.pdf   1   10/08/2017   09:48
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The memory lane photograph this week comes from 1994 —  
the senior cross-country starting line-up.

For many cross country, later replaced by the beep test, will be remembered with 
either love or something less generous by many.

These runners are raring to go — if you recognise yourself or others please contact 
us we would love to hear from you, especially if you still run. 

office@woldgate.net

ME M ORY L A N E
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 273,180

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

199,085VALUE 33,079

CHARACTER 20,656

House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

House rewards since the start of the year:

118,694 119,095

124,023

107,972106,733
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Michael Abbott

Year 8:  Evie Lusby

Year 9:  Ruby Rich

Year 10: Tom Bean

Year 11: Joseph Newton

Year 12: Ewan Bishop

Year 13: Shannon-Ellie Shuttleworth

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  Evelyn Coulson

Year 8:  Charlie Carter

Year 9:  Amelia Bottom 

Year 10: Joshua Fennell

Year 11: Matthew Berry

Year 12: Kyle Woodhouse

Year 13: Isabella Aaltio

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Harvey Webster

Year 8:  Oliver Mattinson

Year 9:  Isabel Griffin

Year 10: Felix Jones

Year 11: Loren Barnes

Year 12: Tom Horwood

Year 13: Alicia Reed

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs L Cavanagh

07790 987139

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

Year 10
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 8
Mrs A Carlill

07980 702715

acarlill@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Year 9
Miss G Parkin

07790 987137

gparkin@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs S Clark

07790 987009

sclark@woldgate.net

Family Outreach Worker
Mrs C Wright 

07790 987007 

cwright@woldgate.net
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